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CLAS 103 GREEK CIVILIZATION (ONLINE) 
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M A R Y  W A S H I N G T O N  

Summer Session II 2015 
 
Instructor:  Joseph M. Romero, Ph.D.    Course location:  UMW Canvas 
Email:  jromero@umw.edu     Office Location:  Trinkle 239 
Skype name:  joseph.romero681     Office Phone:  (540) 654-1340 
 
 
Course Description and Objectives: 
The guiding goal of this course is to achieve a sophisticated understanding of Greek Civilization.  
To that end, you must come to terms with the art and architecture of ancient Greek as well as the 
work of four Greek writers who may be said, collectively, to encapsulate what the Romans were 
able to achieve culturally.  You will also learn enough Greco-Roman geography, history, and 
cultural information to be able to work with Classical texts and artifacts with a minimum of 
distraction.  The ultimate goal of this course is, quite simply, to understand Roman Civilization 
through its primary sources, that is, working from the surviving art and literature of Ancient 
Greece. 
 
Additional Course Objectives: 
In addition to the substantive goals outline above, this course also aims to help you learn to read 
ancient evidence with focus on details, how to frame responses to key questions, and how to 
evaluate and make claims supported with evidence. 
 
Gen. Ed.-Human Experience and Society 
CLAS 103 may count as one of the two courses (six credits) from two different disciplines you 
need to take that explore the forces shaping human activity, relationships, social structures, 
institutions, and intellectual systems. 
 
Required Texts: 

Boardman Greek Art 
Kennedy-Roy-Goldman Race and Ethnicity in the Classical World: An  

Anthology of Primary Sources in Translation (= KRG) 
Homer Odyssey 
Aeschylus Oresteia 
Miller Greek Lyric 

 
Required Technology: 

• Computer with adequate RAM and processing speeds 
• Web browser designed to run Canvas but can also access YouTube and a number of 

Classical databases 
• Word Processing Software that can save documents in Rich Text Format or DOC or 

DOCX or PDF 
• Adobe Acrobat Reader 
• Skype 
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Useful Link:  Simpson Library 
 
Expectations for An Online Course 
An electronic environment offers us a number of opportunities that a traditional brick and mortar 
environment cannot provide.  Within reason, you can work at your own pace; you can view and 
review classwork repeatedly to help commit it to memory and understand nuance; and you can 
weigh in on subjects in class discussions after you have really collected your thoughts.  That 
said, much of your work will be done independently, though I have tried to provide 
opportunities for you to interact with one other and you will have as much access to me as you 
like. 
 
This course will be taught completely online and asynchronously using the Canvas course 
software.  If you are unfamiliar with online course delivery, I hope this introduction will help 
you understand how and why I have organized the course I have done and help you get the most 
out of the course. 
 
When you open up the Canvas website, you be welcomed directly to the “Modules” page.  
Proceed directly to the first module and open the “Modules Orientation” document.  You will 
notice that I have broken down the segments of this course into six modules:  (1) the first to 
orient you to the modules, necessary technologies, and the online learning environment, the basic 
information about the chronology, geography, history, and alphabets of the Greco-Roman world, 
and to the paper preparation guidelines; four dealing with our four main texts; and a final module 
to pull together course information.  The modules are timed to “open up” at regular intervals so 
that, although you are free to work through each one at any pace you like week-to-week, in other 
respects you will be able to move ahead of the group until the next week.  The first two modules 
open during week 1; the third in week 2; the fourth in week 3; the fifth in week 4; the sixth in 
week 5.  The first module will include guidelines for how to prepare papers as well as a rubric as 
well as a thorough introduction to how to use the modules. 
 
Though you are always welcome to email, call or arrange to Skype me during regular office 
hours, most of our communication will take place through the Canvas website.  Accordingly, all 
announcements will be posted under “announcements”; all graded work—whether quiz, exam, 
homework assignment, discussion contribution, or paper—will appear under “assignments” with 
appropriate instructions, weighting, and a due date. 
 
How I will use the online environments for the class 

 
i. Canvas will be our home base, the place from which all other activities will be 

coordinated.  An abbreviated form of the syllabus focusing on coursework may be 
found under syllabus and contains links to writing assignments, quizzes, and 
discussions.  Each week a new module will open up with that week’s work. 

ii. Each week a new module will open consisting of a number of documents (Word, 
PowerPoint, Adobe, YouTube videos, etc.).  YouTube videos are often used to 
provide previews and overviews to help guide you through our readings.   

iii. Word/PowerPoint/Adobe documents provide background to or further illustrations 
of our readings.  Note that many times these documents are fitted with audio 
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narrations and other links.  Be sure to explore them all by clicking on them! 
 
 
Grades (see below for details):            Grading Scale:  
Discussion Forum    8%   95-100: A  65-69: D+  
Weekly quizzes    30%   90-94: A-  60-64: D 
Floating quizzes (maps, dates, sources) 6%  87-89: B+  0-59: F 
Weekly papers    33%   84-86: B 
Paper proposal     3%  80-83: B-  
Final Paper      14%  77-79: C+ 

74-76: C  
70-73: C-  

       
PROCEDURES  
As an online course, this class requires you to regularly access Canvas, read assigned pages from 
your textbook, take quizzes and post write-ups on time, write a paper, share your paper with your 
classmates, and participate in online discussion forums.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
1. Read assigned pages in your textbook and additional posted articles prior to participating in 
the online forums and completing assignments. Be prepared to read the material more than once 
and take notes as you read. Don’t hesitate to ask questions about material that is unclear.  
 
2.  This class requires your active participation in online discussions. You will be required to 
post a response to a question posed by me and comment on one of your classmates’ postings. 
Your original response must be done by Wednesdays (by midnight) and your comments on 
someone else’s posting done by Saturdays (again, by midnight) in the weeks for which these 
activities are assigned.  
 
3.  You will take three floating quizzes on basic information about the Classical world as well as 
four weekly quizzes on the details of Greek Civilization, and submit four two-page papers (one 
each for the first four weeks of the course). The quizzes will be largely multiple choice and 
true/false and will be administered on Canvas.  They will be open-book, though under no 
circumstance are to you use any other source or talk to anyone about the quizzes. To facilitate 
your preparation for these quizzes, I will include a “worksheet” with each module with questions 
that will help you focus your reading, list the kinds of details you should be looking for, etc.  
Your weekly papers should be saved as a Word document and submitted through Canvas.  You 
may send them to me as an email attachment if for some reason the Canvas portal fails us. Both 
are due by midnight on Saturdays. 
 
A caution about open-book, open-note 
It might seem too good to be true that you should be taking a course where the quizzes are open-
book, open-note.  Maybe.  But remember that the quizzes are timed, and if you haven’t read the 
material really well, taken good notes, and studied them thoroughly, you may find yourself out of 
time.  My experience is that there is not a significant difference between how people perform on 
these quizzes than they do on an in-class quiz that is not open-book, open-note. 
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4.  The final project will be a short paper (5-7 pages in length) on a topic chosen in consultation 
with me. You must first send me a short (about 200 words) description of your paper by 
Wednesday of the 4th week. This is so I can provide you with some quick feedback or 
suggestions prior to further development of the paper. The paper will be due on the Thursday of 
the final week. 
 
MAKE-UP POLICY. Although this is an online course that provides you with a great deal 
of flexibility in timing, you must observe deadlines to receive full credit. I will accept late work, 
though a penalty of 5 points (out of 100) will be assessed for each day late. Given the possibility 
of computer and internet access problems, you are advised to finish assignments well in advance 
of the deadlines.  
 
Preparation includes not only reading assignments but also having thought about the material and 
being ready to question, explore, and share your ideas with others. Because tone of voice is 
especially difficult to convey when we are not meeting face to face, please take extra care with 
your online comments and, equally important, do not be too quick to take offence at what 
someone else has said.  It is imperative that you aim criticism at concepts and arguments and not 
at others’ character.  Failure to heed this will likely result in a lower discussion grade, since 
personal attacks are counter-productive to our aim of collegial and critical reflection.  
 
I will periodically post—sometimes as written notes and sometimes as video—comments on 
course material. These postings will be located on our Canvas site. 
 
Lastly, but importantly, there are three ways for you to interact with me as questions arise: by 
phone, Skype, or email. Since the course is intentionally set up to maximize your freedom in 
terms of when you work, there will not be set office hours.  Rather, you can simply email me 
anytime and can, via email, set up a time with me to talk on the phone or use Skype.  My contact 
information is located at the top of this document. I encourage you to contact me whenever you 
have a question or comment. 
 
H O N O R  C O D E .  Students at Mary Washington live their lives in accordance with an honor 
code. As a member of this community, you are to observe both the letter and the spirit of this 
code; those who choose to violate it will be held accountable to this community through its 
representatives on the Academic Council and the Honor Court.  You do not want to make the 
mistake of working collaboratively on any assignment and turning it in for a grade.  You must 
complete all work yourself unless and only if I say otherwise.  All quizzes are open book and 
open note, so you need not worry about that, but exams, homework assignments, and discussion 
questions are to be solely the product of your own work. 
 
D I S A B I L I T I E S  S E R V I C E S .  If you have a condition that permits you certain 
accommodations (extra time to take exams, etc.), please make me aware of these within the first 
week of class and present any relevant documentation.  Students with disabilities may require the 
support of academic services and assistive technology.  All videos will be formatted with 
subtitles; all PDF documents will be “optimized” so text can be copied, pasted, highlighted.  
Please check out UMW’s Office of Disabilities Services webpage for more information. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Note: If there is a schedule change, it will be posted on Canvas.   
• Part one of your discussion forums are due by Wednesday, midnight; part two by 

Saturday, midnight.  
• Weekly Quizzes must be done by Saturday, midnight.  They will be posted by 

Wednesday of each week. 
• Three Floating quizzes must on basic information must be done by Saturday, midnight, of 

week 2 
• Papers are due by Saturday, midnight. 
• A brief summary of your anticipated paper thesis and description is due on Wednesday of 

Week 4, midnight. 
• The final paper is due on Thursday of Week 5, midnight. 

 
 

WEEK 1 
 
Modules 1-2 Open 
 
Module 1 Course Introduction and Background to the Study of Greek Civilization 
 
Module 2 Race and Ethnicity in the Classical World 
 
Readings:  Selections from KRG1  

• xiii-xvii, 1.1, 1.4, 1.5 1.9, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 6.3, 6.17 
• 3.1, 3.5, 4.9, 4.12, 5.4, 5.6, 5.8, 5.12 
• 7.1, 8.1, 8.5, 8.6, 9.5, 10.1, 10.2, 10.6, 11.2, 12.2, 13.2, 13.4, 13.6, 14.2, 15.2, 
15.16 

 
Assignments:  
Watch Welcome video 
Watch Greek Ethnicity Orientation Video 
Start working with Dates-Maps-Sources document (read annotations and click audio files) 
Floating Quizzes 1-3 due next week, but you may start taking them at any time 
Discussion 1 (ungraded: introductions) 
Weekly Quiz 1  
Paper 1  
 
                                                             
1	  When	  I	  give	  an	  assignment	  from	  KRG,	  I’ll	  name	  the	  chapter	  and	  extract	  number	  next	  to	  it.	  	  
“KRG	  1.9”	  means	  Kennedy-‐Roy-‐Goldman,	  chapter	  1,	  extract	  9,	  which	  can	  be	  found	  on	  pages	  
12-‐13	  of	  our	  text.	  	  This	  is	  easier,	  in	  my	  view,	  than	  just	  listing	  page	  numbers	  because	  you	  
might	  not	  know	  where	  to	  start	  and	  finish.	  
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WEEK 2 
 
Module 3  Greek Epic:  Homer’s Odyssey 
 
Readings:   Selections from Homer’s Odyssey 1, 5-14, 16, 18-23 
 
Assignments:  
Watch Greek Epic Orientation Video 
Discussion 2  
Weekly Quiz 2 
Floating Quizzes 1-3 due 
Paper 2 
 

WEEK 3 
 
Module 4  Greek Lyric Poets 
 
Readings:   Selections of Miller Greek Lyric 
 
Assignments:  
Watch Greek Lyric Orientation Video 
Discussion 3  
Weekly Quiz 3  
Paper 3 

 
WEEK 4 

 
Module 5   Greek Art and Architecture; Greek Drama:  Aeschylus (initiated) 
 
Readings:    Boardman Greek Art; Aeschylus Agamemnon 
 
Assignments:  
Watch Greek and Architecture Orientation Video 
Watch Greek Drama Orientation Video 
Discussion 4 
Final paper topic due by midnight Wednesday 
Weekly Quiz 4 
Paper 4 

 
WEEK 5 

 
Module 6  Greek Drama (concluded):  Aeschylus Choephoroi and Eumenides 

 
Readings:   Aeschylus Choephoroi and Eumenides 
 
Assignments:  
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Watch Conclusion Video 
Discussion 5 
Final Paper 


